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Organization has and always will be a problem in the realm of youth activities for two main reasons. First, in their youth people tend to be extremely disorganized. And Second, the kind of people drawn to a career working with young people typically never grew up to begin with. Therefore they are just as disorganized as the students they work with. In this seemingly impossible situation of the blind leading the blind it becomes difficult to successfully plan something as simple as a weekend visit to the cinema. But there are existing networks and developing technologies that are making the lives of young people and their would be shepherds easier by the day. With the use of cell phones, the internet, and online networks such as Facebook it is becoming possible to communicate complicated information to a large group of people almost instantaneously. And in this rapidly changing world, it is the youth who are leading the way in the widespread use of these resources. All that is left is for the adults charged with leading these students to plug in and get connected to constantly growing online community.

Now it can be hard to remember how we survived without cellular telephones, but it was not that long ago. Twenty years ago, only the wealthiest businessmen with a need to communicate with their employers and clients had cell phones. Today in America, children on the bus ride to their first day of 6th grade are saying, "I love you Mom!" in a text message. This is a huge change that happened extremely quickly in the course of a human life. In less than a generation, cutting edge technology becomes a common household appliance that we take for granted.

But modem cell phones do much more than they used to do. Now it is possible to send a text message to several people at once, check and respond to email, and even surf the internet. In my work as Youth Director at Good Samaritan United Methodist Church in my hometown of Tallahassee Florida, I communicated with my students almost exclusively by text message. This is the most effective and economical way for a leader of young people to get in touch with a small group of students. The youth program at GSUMC was comprised of only 12 students, but all of them had cell phones. Because of this fact, it was quite easy to text, "I don't have any plans today, anyone want to go to the pool at 3:00?" and generate a "planned" event in the course of a few minutes that everyone has immediate knowledge of. But this method cannot work for everything. Some events take much more time to organize, and with an increased number of people, everything becomes proportionally more complicated.

This is where fluency in the language of Facebook can really help. Facebook is an internet community almost identical to the Russian online network «vkontakte.ru». In this community, users have the ability to find people they know and invite them to be their friend. Once people become friends, they can view pictures that the other has posted on their profile, send them messages, leave quick comments on their profile page, or help them find other people with whom they may be acquainted in the real world. But there are also many practical uses for Facebook as an organizational tool. It is possible to create groups for people who share common interests. Some examples of groups on Facebook include "Ultimate Frisbee for Fun" which is intended to inform group members of the time and location of games, "Hands Down Legends of the Hidden Temple is the Greatest Game show Ever Made" which is just for fans of this old television program to get together and talk about how amazing it was, and "Fulbright ETA's in Russia, Eurasia, and The Balkans 2009-2010" which is primarily a forum for American students teaching English to share stories and ideas of their experiences so far away from home.

It is also very easy to plan a specific event on Facebook whether it is just a birthday party for a few friends, or a concert for several hundred people. Once the vital information concerning the event (where, when, what it is) has been entered, it is as easy as typing the first few letters of a Facebook friend's name to invite him or her to an event. Once the event has been created, and the guests have been invited, invitations will appear in the "Events" section of the potential guests' profile. The invited guest will confirm whether or not he or she will attend, and that information appears on the event page. As time progresses, and the day of the event gets nearer and nearer, reminders will appear on the attending guests profiles to make sure that the event is not forgotten.

Thanks to Facebook groups and events, it is now easy to keep a group of people informed about the activities of a club or some other organization. The administrator can post the details of an upcoming excursion or weekend trip of some kind, and the guests, or members of the group, can check and recheck this page at their leisure. Facebook is also slowly eliminating the age old problem of children forgetting to tell their parents something important about an upcoming event. There are many parents who signed up for an account primarily for the purpose of watching what their children are doing when they are on the internet. But they are slowly finding the additional benefits of reuniting with long lost school friends and other good things that the internet community can offer them.

Youth Directors and others in charge of marshaling young people into some obscure form of order are obligated to communicate students on their level in order to achieve maximum efficiency in this communication. In this day and age that means the internet. People who have worked with students know first hand that keeping the parents informed is much more important than keeping the children informed. This means that teachers, youth directors, summer camp employees, and coaches have had to work twice as hard in the past with constant reminders and phone calls to both students and parents to make sure that their plans can come to fruition. With the growing population of parents on Facebook it is now possible to communicate with parents and children once and at the same time with the creation of a group or an event. Facebook is revolutionizing the way that people are using information technology to keep in touch with each other, and this is still only the beginning.

At its inception in 2004, Facebook was exclusively for Harvard students, then Ivy League students, then college students everywhere, and finally anyone 13 and above. Even after it became open to everyone it was still primarily used by people in their teens and early twenties. Now with the growing use of Facebook in older generations, coupled with the rising popularity and increased availability of smart phones (Black Berry, iphone) people will be able to use this fantastic networking tool even when away from a computer. Facebook currently has over 300 million active users worldwide according to Wikipedia, and is growing everyday. With effective coupling of online communities like Facebook and personal technology like smart phones, the planning of youth activities has never been easier. But it is important to note that this system is only five years old. I cannot imagine what amazing advances in the use of information technology will be made over the course of my lifetime.

